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and by so doing would exterminate the race. The
parental relation, of course, constantly involves a
partial sacrifice of the mother to her young. She has
to go through a whole series of operations, which
strain her own strength and endanger her own exist-
ence, but which are absolutely essential to the
continuance of the race. It may be anthropo-
morphic to attribute any maternal emotions of the
human kind to the animal. The bird, perhaps, sits
upon her eggs because they give her an agreeable
sensation, or, if you please, from a blind instinct
which somehow determines her to the practice. She
does not look forward, we may suppose, to bringing
up a family, or speculate upon the delights of domestic
affection. I only say that as a fact she behaves in a
way which is at once injurious to her own chances of
individual survival, and absolutely necessary to the
survival of the species. The abnormal bird who
deserts her nest escapes many dangers ; but if all
birds were devoid of the instinct, the birds would not
survive a generation.

Now, I ask, what is the difference which takes
place when the monkey gradually loses his tail and
sets up a superior brain ? Is it properly to be
described as a development or improvement of the
" cosmic process," or as the beginning of a prolonged
contest against it ?